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Introduction

The Department of Microbiology organized an industrial visit for the 11l Semester MSc students from January
28 to February 1, 2024. A total of 30 students participated in this educational excursion, accompanied by our
esteemed faculty members: Dr. Lakshmikanth R N (Head of Department), Dr. Sowbhagya R from the
Biotechnology department, and Dr. Snehalatha V, from the Microbiology department. The visit aimed to provide
students with practical insights into various industries and research institutions in Goa, enhancing their academic
experience and understanding of real-world applications of their studies.

Itinerary Overview
The industrial visit was structured as follows:

e January 29, 2024: Visits to ICAR - CCARI (Indian Council of Agricultural Research - Central Coastal
Agricultural Research Institute) and Goa University.

o January 30, 2024: Exploration of Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary and Goa Solid Waste Management.

« January 31, 2024: Visit to the National Institute of Oceanography.

e February 1, 2024: Return journey.

Day 1: Arrival and Institutional Visits

Upon arrival in Goa on January 28, students settled in and prepared for an engaging schedule. The following
day commenced with a visit to ICAR - CCARI, where students were introduced to cutting-edge agricultural
research tailored to coastal ecosystems. Researchers at ICAR presented ongoing projects related to sustainable
agriculture, soil health management, and the impact of climate change on coastal farming practices. The
interactive sessions allowed students to engage directly with scientists, fostering a deeper understanding of
agricultural microbiology.

Later, the group visited Goa University, where they were briefed about various research initiatives and academic
programs related to biotechnology and microbiology. The visit included a tour of the university's laboratories,
showecasing advanced research facilities that align with students' academic interests.

Day 2: Nature and Environmental Management

On January 30, students explored the Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary, a vital ecosystem for migratory birds. Guided
by experts, students learned about the importance of biodiversity and conservation efforts. This experience not
only heightened their awareness of ecological balance but also emphasized the role of biotechnology and
microbiology in environmental management.

Following this, the group visited Goa Solid Waste Management, where they observed innovative waste
management practices. The presentation highlighted the challenges and solutions in managing solid waste,
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showcasing technologies that align with sustainable development goals. Students engaged in discussions about
the application of microbiology in waste recycling and management, reinforcing their knowledge about
environmental sustainability.

Day 3: Oceanography and Research

The final institutional visit on January 31 was to the National Institute of Oceanography. Here, students were
exposed to various research projects focused on marine biodiversity, ocean health, and the impact of human
activities on marine ecosystems. Researchers discussed the application of microbiology in oceanographic
studies, including genetic studies of marine organisms and bioprospecting for novel compounds.

Students participated in hands-on activities and discussions, deepening their understanding of oceanic processes
and the importance of interdisciplinary approaches in scientific research.

Conclusion

The industrial visit to Goa was a remarkable educational experience that allowed MSc students to bridge the gap
between theory and practice. Engaging with experts across diverse fields—agriculture, environmental
management, and oceanography—provided valuable insights that will enhance students' academic pursuits and
future careers.

The trip was well-organized and executed by the faculty members Dr. Snehalatha, Dr. Lakshmikanth R N and
Dr. Sowbhagya R. Students returned on February 1, 2024, enriched with knowledge, inspiration, and a renewed
passion for their fields of study. The industrial visit not only met its educational objectives but also fostered
teamwork and camaraderie among students, making it a memorable experience.

Overall, the visit to Goa's industries and research institutions was a significant step in the students' academic
journey, reinforcing the importance of practical exposure in their education.
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